


The Book of Ephesians
By Pastor Dr. Ronnie Wolfe — Beginning Lesson amuday 16, 2011

I. INTRODUCTION TO THE BOOK
A. The Author of the Book of Ephesians Is the Ape$taul
1. Erasmas challenged Paul’s authorship in the eggtth century.
2. But internal evidence is unquestionable.
a. The open statement of the book says that Pauthgasriter.
b. His name is also used in the body of the le8dl)(
c. There are some statements made in the firstiperso
d. Paul had served at Ephesus for about three yéats 19:1 - 20:31.
B. The Book’s Purpose
1. This letter is to a specific church: Ephesus
2. Thisis aletter to a local church, although mahigs principles apply to all believers.
3. Paul had sent Timothy to Ephesus to correct umbdoctrine, so this book concerns
true doctrine — See 1 Tim. 1:3
C. The Date of the Book
1. Written probably about 60-62 during Paul’s firmprisonment.
2. Tychicus delivered both Ephesians and Coloss{&mh. 6:21-22; Col. 4:7-9)
D. Purpose Of The Book
1. Chapters 1-3 focus on Theology
a. There is no specific problem that Paul deals iwitiis book as in other of his
books in the N.T.
b. These chapters are an almost complete theoldwypod in brief.
2. Chapters 4-6 apply practical ideas relating t Hwese doctrines should be handled in
the personal lives of these church members.
a. The main thrust of the bookl®/e, since the word “love” is mentioned 14 times in
the book.
b. Also, we notice that this church is mentione®Ravelation 2:4 as the church that
had lost its first love.

ll. THE DOCTRINAL FOUNDATION - Ephesians 1:1-14

A. Since Timothy was sent to guard the doctrineha thurch and to correct errors in this
church, it is important for Paul to lay down sonegywbasic doctrines of the Christian faith.

B. In the first 14 verses of this first chapter Paugintions a whole litany of doctrines that
must be considered individually, so we will behistchapter for a while.

C. These doctrines are basic, and we will consideh ®ne, one at a time.

D. The List
1. Verse 4 - The doctrine of Election, 4
2. Verse 4 - The doctrine of Holiness, 5
3. Verse 5 - The doctrine of Predestination, 5
4. Verse 5 - The doctrine of Adoption, 5



. Verse 5 - The doctrine of the will of God, 5

. Verse 7 - The doctrine of Redemption, 7

5
6. Verse 6 - The doctrine of the Grace of God, 6
7
8

. Verse 7 - The doctrine of Forgiveness (remission)
9. Verse 9 - The doctrine of the Purpose of God, 11
10. Verse 10 - The doctrine of the Gathering Togethe
11. Verse 11 - The doctrine of Heaven, 10
12. Verse 12-13 — The doctrine of The Gospel, 13
13. Verse 14 - The doctrine of Eternal Security 13
14. Verse 14 - The doctrine of Worship, 14

E. The Doctrine Of Election, Eph. 1:1-4

1. Election Is Personal

a.

]

Saul - Acts 22:1And he said, The God of our fathers hath choseg that thou
shouldest know his will, and see that Just One,slrudildest hear the voice of his
mouth.

Rufus — Ro 16:13alute Rufus chosen in the Lpathd his mother and mine.

Us — Eph 1:/According as he hath choseninshim before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blameobehim in love:

You — 2 Thess 2:1But we are bound to give thanks alway to God far, yo
brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath tr@rbeginning chosen ydo
salvation through sanctification of the Spirit abelief of the truth:

Generation -- 1 Peter 2Bt ye [are] a_chosen generatipa royal priesthood, an
holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should sliesth the praises of him who
hath called you out of darkness into his marvelliogist:

Them with him-- Rev 17:1Zhese shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb
shall overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, aridd<of kings: and they that are
with him [are] called, and chosen, and faithful

Remnant — Rom. 11\What then? Israel hath not obtained that which éeksth
for; but the_election hath obtained &nd the rest were blinded

His Elect — Matt 24:22nd except those days should be shortened, thetédsho
flesh be saved: but for the electake those days shall be shortened.

Elect Lady — 2 John 1:The elder unto the elect la@yd her children, whom |
love in the truth; and not | only, but also all théhat have known the truth;
Elect Sister — 2 John 1:The children of thy elect sistgreet thee. Amen.

2. Election Is Sure

a.

Making it sure — 2 Peter 1:Y0herefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to
make your calling and election suffer if ye do these things, ye shall never:fall

3. Election is To Salvation

a.
b.

2 Thess. 2:13 “. .God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvatich
Eph 1:4According as he hath chosen us in him before thedation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame beforeihifove:

4. Election is not salvation

a.
b.

Election is “to salvation;” it is not salvatioiself.
Election guarantees salvation, but salvation cotineugh repentance (Luke 13:3),
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and faith (Eph. 2:8-10).
5. Election Is Necessary

a. If Abraham had not been called out of the Uhef€haldees, he would have died
in heathenism. This is election. Neh. 3fou [art] the LORD the God, who didst
chooseAbram, and broughtest him forth out of Ur of thealtiees, and gavest him
the name of Abraham;

b. If we were not chosen out of the world, as trseigies were, we would still be in
the world — John 15:18 ye were of the world, the world would love higno but
because ye are not of the world, but | have chgsenout of the world, therefore
the world hateth yau

c. If Paul had not been called out from his sinpoelld have remained in sin and
would have been lost forever.

(1) Paul was not looking for God. He was breathiogtbreatenings and slaughter
against the disciples of the Lord, Acts 9:1

(2) Paul was traveling to Damascus to destroy betgto bring the bound to
Jerusalem, Acts 9:2

(3) Paul (Saul) was confronted from a light fromma(this is God'’s call, and this
calling is based upon his choosing of Saul to lsenliiness), Acts 9:3

(4) Paul (Saul) said in Acts 9:6, “Lord, what witidiu have me to do?” This is
complete faith and surrender to the will of GodisTik based upon election.
Paul never would have done this had it not beeGtmt’'s eternal election.

(5) Paul is said to be a chosen vessel to God s &di5But the Lord said unto
him, Go thy way: for he is a chosen vessel untaanieear my name before the
Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel:

(6) Rev 17:14These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Larab shiercome
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kingsidathey that are with him
[are] called, and chosen, and faithful.

F. The Doctrine of Holiness
1. Heb 12:14ollow peace with all [men], and holiness, witheutich no man shall see
the Lord:

a. Aholy man must have a healthy attitude toward’&word.

(1) Rom 7:22or | delight in the law of God after the inward ma

(2) Ps 119:128 Therefore | esteem all [thy] prec§giacerning] all [things to be]
right; [and] | hate every false way.

b. A holy man must desire to be in the image of &hri
(1) Rom 8:29%or whom he did foreknow, he also did predestifjiatée]

conformed to the image of his Son, that he mighhédirstborn among many
brethren.

(2) Col 3:10ANnd have put on the new [man], which is renewekhiowledge after
the image of him that created him:

c. A holy man will be temperate in all things.

(1) Luke 21:34And take heed to yourselves, lest at any time jearts be
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, aar@< of this life, and [so]
that day come upon you unawares.
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(2) 1 Cor 9:25And every man that striveth for the mastery is tene in all
things. Now they [do it] to obtain a corruptibleawn; but we an incorruptible.

d. A holy man must be charitable
(1) Rom 13:80we no man any thing, but to love one anotherhmthat loveth

another hath fulfilled the law.

e. A holy man must fear God
(1) Neh. 5:138ut the former governors that [had been] beforeweee

chargeable unto the people, and had taken of thesadband wine, beside
forty shekels of silver; yea, even their servam@ielyule over the people: but
so did not I, because of the fear of God.

(2) Acts 10:1There was a certain man in Caesarea called Corsebucenturion
of the band called the Italian [band], Ac 10:2 [dgvout [man], and one that
feared God with all his house, which gave much abrbe people, and prayed
to God alway.

(3) Gen 39:Qoseph -- [There is] none greater in this house than [; neithath
he kept back any thing from me but thee, because[#rt] his wife: how then
can | do this great wickedness, and sin againstZod

f. A holy man must be faithful
(1) 1 Cor 4:2Moreover it is required in stewards, that a manfiaend faithful.

(2) Rom 12:11Not slothful in business; fervent in spirit; seryithe Lord;

2. Holiness in a believer does not imply perfection.

a. Rom 7:21 find then a law, that, when | would do good, évipresent with me.

b. Gal 5:17For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and tipgriSagainst the flesh:
and these are contrary the one to the other: st yeacannot do the things that ye
would

3. Holiness cannot save

a. Eph 2:8or by grace are ye saved through faith; and thait of yourselves: [it is]
the gift of God: 8 For by grace are ye saved tlytodaith; and that not of
yourselves: [it is] the gift of God:

b. But without holiness we cannot see the Lord (H&b14)

c. And our righteousness must exceed that of thbescand Pharisees: Matt 5:20
For | say unto you, That except your righteousrstsd! exceed [the
righteousness] of the scribes and Pharisees, y# shao case enter into the
kingdom of heaven

d. We are encouraged to be holy as God is holy:t M48Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.

e. 1 Peter 1:1But as he which hath called you is holy, so beagjg im all manner of
conversation;

f. Christ came into the world that we might live amtim: 2 Cor 5:1%And [that] he
died for all, that they which live should not hefweth live unto themselves, but
unto him which died for them, and rose again.

g. Holiness is the only evidence we have of ouragain: James 2:1Even so faith, if
it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 18 Ye@an may say, Thou hast faith,
and | have works: shew me thy faith without thykspand | will shew thee my
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faith by my works
G. The Doctrine Of Predestination

1. “We define predestination as that theologicaltdoe, primarily associated with
Calvinism, which holds that from eternity God hasebrdained all things which come
to pass, including the final salvation or reprobatof man.* We must admit here that
Calvinism may include predestination, but predediom is not Calvinism.

2. “God from all eternity did by the most wise armlyhcounsel of His own will, freely
and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to peissoas thereby neither is God
the author of sin, nor is violence offered to thi @f the creatures, nor is the liberty or
contingency of second causes taken away, but ragtablished?

3. Neither of these definitions is completely cotieecause of the following
considerations:

a. God created man, especially Adam and Eve in¢lgenhing.

b. God created man with the ability to choose toydbed’s law or to deny God'’s law
and his authority and disobey God'’s direct command.

c. The man Adam had full control of his ability tither eat the fruit or reject the fruit
according to his liking. No predestination was rsseey for Adam to eat of the
fruit. In creation God gave Adam the power to actdr against God’s command.

d. So, Adam’s sin was due to a second cause, natbe®f the predestination of
God, which would make God responsible for sin.

e. However, after that man had fallen into sin,tbtal depravity prohibited him from
having the ability to come to God on his own, thére was a need for a work of
God in man’s heart.

f. Therefore, predestination was necessary on theopthose who have come to
know Jesus Christ as Savior, because otherwis@@avould have come. There is
no innate ability of man to come to Jesus for gaiwa John puts it succinctly when
he says in John 5:48nd ye will not come to me, that ye might have life

g. To put it simply, it was not necessary for Goghtedestinate anyone to hell,
because man in his own natural existence is ashefere God and is doomed to
hell without any effort on God’s part.

h. It was only to those whom he redeemed that ptedi®n was necessary;
otherwise, they would never come to Christ for aabn by grace through faith.

4. Boettner says, “. . . nothing can come to passrary to what He expressly decrees or
permits.”®
a. To completely understand the difference betwkanwhich is decreed and that

which is permitted one would need to go into a cletepstudy of the Decrees of

"Harrison, Everett FBaker's Dictionary of TheologyBaker Book House, Grand Rapids, Michigan 1978, p.
415.

%Boettner, LoraineThe Reformed Doctrine of Predestinatidime Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing
Compnay, Phillipsburg, New Jersey, 1979, p. 13.

3bid, p. 14



God, which, of course, we cannot do at this time;duffice it to say that the
decrees of God are from the first Cause, whichad Gimself. That which God
permits comes from second causes, which denotwdheof man and the
circumstances in the world.

b. God, then, permits people to go to hell becafiieedr sin; because it is man’s sin
that separates him from God (Isa. 59:2). Ther@iseed for God to predestinate
that anyone go to hell, for every man is alreadyisnway there.

c. Butitis God’'s decreed will that some will bedeand be created anew, quickened
from spiritual bondage and death (Eph. 2:1). Nofichn 1:13Vhich were born,
not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nortb& will of man, but of God.

5. God has “chosen” us in him before the foundatibthe world. The word “chosen” is
the Greek word EKLEGOMAI, and it means to chooskeajumany. If you are saved,
God chose you out of man to be his own child.

6. God also “predestinated” us unto the adoptiochdtiren. PRO-ORIZO, which means
“to determine beforehand.” God chose us in himabse he had determined
beforehand that he would do so. God knows compietkht he is doing. He does
what he wants, and no man can stay his hand dogddyn What doest thou? (Dan.
4:35).

7. Predestination is toward some things:

a. We are predestinated to be conformed to the iroBlgis Son (Rom. 8:29)

(1) 1 Cor 15:4And as we have borne the image of the earthy, akallso bear
the image of the heavenly.

(2) Col 3:10ANnd have put on the new [man], which is renewekhiowledge after
the image of him that created him:

(3) 1 John 3:Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it dotlyetappear
what we shall be: but we know that, when he shadlear, we shall be like him;
for we shall see him as he is.

(4) Phil. 3:21Who shall change our vile body, that it may be if@séd like unto
his glorious body, according to the working wherdéigyis able even to subdue
all things unto himself.

b. We are predestinated to be called (Rom. 8:30)

(1) Rom 1:7To all that be in Rome, beloved of God, calleddéd saints Grace to
you and peace from God our Father, and the Lordige&zhrist.

(2) Rom 8:28And we know that all things work together for gegodhem that love
God, to them who are the called according to [lggfpose.

(3) Gal 5:13 fFor, brethren, ye have been called unto libertylydase] not
liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but by loeeve one another.

c. We are predestinated to be justified (Rom. 8:30)

(1) Rom 5:9Much more then, being now justified by his blooel sivall be saved
from wrath through him.

(2) Rom 3:24Being justified freely by his grace through theeegbtion that is in
Christ Jesus:

d. We are predestinated to glorified (Rom. 8:30)

(1) Rom 8:17 fAnd if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and jeiheirs with
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Christ; if so be that we suffer with [him], that weay be also glorified
together.
e. We are predestinated unto the adoption of chil@Eph. 1:5)
(1) Rom 8:15~or ye have not received the spirit of bondage adaifear; but ye
have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we Abba, Father.
(2) Gal 4:5To redeem them that were under the law, that watmegeive the
adoption of sons.
f. We are predestinated to an inheritance (Eph.)1:11
(1) Eph 1:11n whom also we have obtained an inheritance, bpneglestinated
according to the purpose of him who worketh alhgs after the counsel of his
own will:
(2) Col 1:12 fGiving thanks unto the Father, which hath made astrto be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light
(3) Heb 9:15 JAnd for this cause he is the mediator of the netateent, that by
means of death, for the redemption of the transjpes [that were] under the
first testament, they which are called might reedhve promise of eternal
inheritance.
8. Predestination is a Practical Doctrine
a. John Calvin said it well:

“l would, in the first place, entreat my readersefally to bear in memory the
admonition which | offer: that this great subjecht, as many imagine, a mere
thorny and noisy disputation, nor a speculationcivhiearies the minds of men
without any profit; but a solid discussion emingratlapted to the service of
the godly, because it builds us up soundly in #it f trains us to praise this
goodness in our highest strains. For there is mabi@ effectual means of
building up faith than the giving our open ears¢he election of God, which the
Holy Spirit seals upon our heart while we hearyvghg us that it stands in the
eternal and immutable goodwill of God towards un&l that, therefore, it
cannot be moved or altered by any storms of thédwby any assaults of Satan,
by any changes, by any fluctuations or weaknessti® dlesh. For our

salvation is then sure to us, when we find the eadist in the breast of God.”

9. So, if election and predestination hinder yourkifor God, discourage your
evangelistic spirit, or increase your spiritual btay then you have the wrong
definition, yea, the wrong opinion about these gdetrines.

10. It should be enough that God is in charge ofliwas from start to finish. Rom 8:31
What shall we then say to these things? If God fbelis, who [can be] against us?

H. The Doctrine of Adoption (5)

1. The Greek word for adoption is HUIOTHESIA, anditérally means “placing as a

son.”

“Ibid, p. 238



. This Greek word is used five (5) times in the N-TRom.8:15, 23; 9:4; Gal.4:5;
Eph.1:5

. We find adoption applied to Israel in Rom. 9sraelites, to whom belongs the
adoption.”

In the Roman Empire, the Roman Caesars wouldtadep in order to have someone
as a successor.

. The Background of Adoption

a. Inour natural life, Satan is said to be ourdath

(1) John 8:44ve are of [your] father the devil, and the lustgobir father ye will
do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abwuaten the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a kesgreaketh of his own: for he
is a liar, and the father of it.

b. No man is a natural, physical son of God excepts Christ, who is his only

begotten Son (John 3:16).

c. God has predestined that some people would bedbisted sons (Eph. 1:5).
d. The difference in the physical birth and theigypat birth is brought out in:

(1) John 3:6That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and taich is born of the

Spirit is spirit.
. Adoption’s relationship to God the Father
a. God will adopt his sons, all of them; but thesethe “few” in Matt. 7:14.

(1) Matt 7:14Because strait [is] the gate, and narrow [is] thayywhich leadeth
unto life, and few there be that find it.

b. God’s determination was based upon foreknowledge.

(1) Rom 8:29%or whom he did foreknow, he also did predestifjitée]
conformed to the image of his Son, that he mighhédirstborn among many
brethren

(2) 1 Peter 1:Elect according to the foreknowledge of God theéhEatthrough
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience andrdging of the blood of Jesus
Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.

c. God adopts everyone whom he foreknew and predesd.
(1) John 17:2As thou hast given him power over all flesh, thashould give
eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.

. Adoption as it Relates to Jesus Christ

a. Jesus Christ is the natural Son of God

b. Gal. 4:4-5But when the fulness of the time was come, Godaehthis Son, made
of a woman, made under the law, 5 To redeem thattwere under the law, that
we might receive the adoption of sons.

. Adoption as it Relates to Believers

a. Under Roman Law a child was undeutor until he was aged 14. Then he was
under the care of@urator until he was 21 years of age.

b. This time represents our time before we weredsavefore we were brought by the
law to Christ, who redeemed us and brought usrouat tinder the curse of the law.

c. Gal. 3:24-28Nherefore the law was our schoolmaster to bringni® Christ, that
we might be justified by faith. 25 But after tFaith is come, we are no longer
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under a schoolmaster.

9. Adoption as it Relates to Salvation

a.

b.
C.

Gal 4:5To redeem them that were under the law, that wétnegeive the

adoption of sons.

Gal 3:26For ye are all the children of God by faith in Céirdesus.

1 John 3:Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it dotlyetappear what

we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appsarshall be like him; for we

shall see him as he is.

Every saved person is thrilled to call God hikda and Jesus Christ his brother.

(1) Rom. 8:5For they that are after the flesh do mind the tisingthe flesh; but
they that are after the Spirit the things of thérip

(2) Gal. 4:6And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth tini¢ &phis Son into
your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

(3) 1 Cor 12:3Wherefore | give you to understand, that no mamakiong by the
Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and [thatjman can say that Jesus is
the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.

As sons, we are able to partake in god’s grésritance -- Rom 8:12And if

children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heivgh Christ; if so be that we

suffer with [him], that we may be also glorifiedy&ther.

As adopted children, we have a great reward:

(1) Heb. 10:32-36But call to remembrance the former days, in whadter ye
were illuminated, ye endured a great fight of affons; 33 Partly, whilst ye
were made a gazingstock both by reproaches andtadfis; and partly, whilst
ye became companions of them that were so used=o8%e had compassion
of me in my bonds, and took joyfully the spoilifgaur goods, knowing in
yourselves that ye have in heaven a better anchdaoreng substance. 35
Cast not away therefore your confidence, which lyatat recompence of
reward. 36 For ye have need of patience, thagrafe have done the will of
God, ye might receive the promise.

. THE DOCTRINE OF THE WILL OF GOD, Eph 1:11
1. The Will of God in Creation

a.

b.

If a painter paints several pictures, a persdh avgood eye can look at them and
see a common style in all of the paintings.

If an author writes several books, a reader wikieen sense of ability can detect
similarities in the writing style of the author.

So it is with God, everything that God does hiastamp of identification upon it,
whether it be in creation, providence, or salvation

Let us notice first his Creation:

When the time came for God to create, with whadrheé consult before he began
to create? Well, we know that it was with no dmegause there was no one; and
even if there had been someone else, he couldavetreceived council lest he
lose his identity as God.

Isaiah 40:13Vho hath directed the Spirit of the LORD, or [bdihgs counsellor
hath taught him?



Rom. 11:34~or who hath known the mind of the Lord? or whahhagen his
counsellor?

Let us learn a great lesson from this: Eph. InMhom also we have obtained an
inheritance, being predestinated according to thegppse of him who worketh all
things after the counsel of his own will:

The creation, then, was by the sole will of God @o other.

2. The Will of God in Providence

a.

b.

If the will of God is the exerting force in crigat, why would it not be in his
Providence as he works among the actions and ewéhts creation in the world.
Daniel 4:35And all the inhabitants of the earth [are] reputas nothing: and he
doeth according to his will in the army of heavand [among] the inhabitants of
the earth: and none can stay his hand, or say tirtg What doest thou?

So, then, who is in charge of the affairs ofwweld? Well, of course, God is.

God does not ask you or me what he should dor@wpnor does he answer to us
concerning what he did yesterday or what he hampla for the future.

He is Lord of all, and he does his will withoalyadvice or assistance from anyone
or anything.

There are second causes that are at work inihéhat is done on earth, but in
some grander scheme, the great First Cause isiin it

Notice also: Rom. 8:28&nd we know that all things work together for geod

them that love God, to them who are the called aling to [his] purpose.

How can the Holy Spirit inspire a man to writatthll things work together for the
good if God must depend upon us or the angelseodéimons of Hell for advice as
to how to do such a thing? He can, because heds &d he is sovereign in all of
his works both in heaven and among men.

God does not ask man if he wants all things tokvwiogether for good, he simply
does the work to make it happen that way even thowgmay not understand it.

3. The Will of God in Salvation
a. Now, just as in creation and in providence, Gedlkis supreme also in salvation.

b.

f.

Salvation cannot be contingent upon man’s wilieowise, it would contradict
God'’s style, which is always consistent with hiai@tter. We have already noticed
that God created by his own will, and he worksgi®vidence by his own will.
Should we believe that he works salvation any otreer?

If God must wait to see if anyone will believddre he decides to save, then
salvation is not certain. Jesus could not prociaidohn 6:37All that the Father
giveth me shall come to me; and him that comethed will in no wise cast out,
because he would not know those that the Fathegitaas him.

If salvation were contingent upon a man’s faiélod waiting for his faith in order to
redeem him, then he did not know what price togaalvary, and his atonement
on the cross would be valueless, useless, and vain.

The efficacy of the shed blood of Jesus Christld/be determined by the will of
man and not by the will of God, because redemptionld not be effective except
on the contingency of a man’s will.

There is no assurance to God, Jesus Christ, tiye $pirit, or to anyone else that
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anyone will ever come to the fountain filled wittobd, since that coming depends
upon man’s will, and it is based upon an “if,” aitly a “perhaps,” a “maybe,” and
a “peradventure.”
But we need to realize that God “worketh all gsrafter the counsel of his own
will.” Eph. 1:11
Putting salvation on man’s will is like taking G&&om the throne and putting man
on it, because in the theory of free will man’s n®dis destiny (I believe Spurgeon
said something like that).
If man’s will can make the blood of Christ effe, his will can make it
ineffective. That is a lot of power for man to #eato wield.
It is God who chooses, then, not man. John 15¢(&tave not chosen me, but |
have chosen you .
Notice a couple of things about man’s nature:
(1) 1 Cor. 2:1But the natural man receiveth not the things ofSpéit of God:

for they are foolishness unto him: neither can hevk [them], because they

are spiritually discerned.
(2) John 5:40And ye will not come to me, that ye might have life
If Jesus Christ says they will not come, whooisay that they will. Man will never
come to Christ on his own accord, by his own will.
Man’s will (or his unwillingness to come to CHjigs his guilt. It is his
condemnation. He is condemned because of his ovtrhatause of God’s will.
His heart will never be changed unless God chahggeheart. Eze 36:26 new
heart also will | give you, and a new spirit wilput within you: and | will take
away the stony heart out of your flesh, and | gidMe you an heart of flesh.
Without this new heart, man will continue to reagainst God.
Will we put the crown upon man or upon God? \W#l give glory to man or to
God? Will we believe that God saves or that maedawv hese are the crucial
guestions.

. The Will of Man in Salvation
a.
b.

When a person believes in Jesus Christ, he duetorit against his will.

With all that | have said, it might seem to belsat a man is saved against his will,
but the Bible is very careful in explaining thefeience in a man’s rebellious will
and his obedient will.

A person must come to Christ on his own free.wHut this, you say, sounds like a
contradiction.

If you are not willing to come to Christ, thenuywill never come.

But let us notice Ps 110181y people [shall be] willing in the day of thy pawin
the beauties of holiness from the womb of the mgrrthou hast the dew of thy
youth

How does a man turn from his rebellion againsti@od his way, to his surrender
to the Savior of his soul? It is done by persuasio

God by his grace gently persuades us to comest®dn by faith. In this God is
working repentance in us, turning us from one diogcto the opposite direction.
John 16:7-11Nevertheless | tell you the truth; It is expedifamtyou that | go
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away: for if | go not away, the Comforter will nm@me unto you; but if | depart, |

will send him unto you. And when he is come, Haeplrove the world of sin, and

of righteousness, and of judgment: 9 Of sin, bheedhey believe not on me; 10

Of righteousness, because | go to my Father, arabgane no more; 11 Of

judgment, because the prince of this world is jullge

i. This is the Spirit of God, and this is his work.

j.  God sought me like a lost sheep, but | willingy to him like the wondering but
returning prodigal.

k. A sinner’s desire to come to Christ is a dire.dhis next to death. It is the savor of
life unto life. That desire prompts us to run toriShfor refuge.

I. The poet said, “Lord, deny me what thou will, @ekse me of my guilt; Suppliant
at thy feet I lie, Give me Christ, or else | die.”

m. Now let us read Rev. 22:Bnd the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let him that is atldshe. And whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely.

n. And when you do come to the water of life fre¢hg will of God is done.
Hallelujah!

J. The Doctrine Of The Grace of God, Eph. 1:7
1. Grace is Glorious, Eph. 1:6

a. Grace and glory go together often in Scripture

(1) John 1:14And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among od, & beheld
his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of Hag¢her,) full of grace and
truth.

(2) 2 Cor 4:15or all things [are] for your sakes, that the abuamd grace might
through the thanksgiving of many redound to theygtd God.

(3) 2 Cor 12:9 And he said unto me, My grace isicieffit for thee: for my strength
is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefolld rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upua.

(4) Heb 2:9But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower tiramngels for the
suffering of death, crowned with glory and honabat he by the grace of God
should taste death for every man.

(5) 2 Peter 3:18ut grow in grace, and [in] the knowledge of ourdl@nd
Saviour Jesus Christ. To him [be] glory both novd dor ever. Amen.

2. Grace is Valuable, Eph. 1:7; 2:7
3. Grace is Redemptive, Eph. 2:5

a. Rom 3:24eing justified freely by his grace through theeetbtion that is in
Christ Jesus

b. Eph 1:71n whom we have redemption through his blood, thgiveness of sins,
according to the riches of his grace;

4. Grace is a Gift of God, Eph. 2:8; 3:2, 7, 8; 4:7

a. Eph 2:8or by grace are ye saved through faith; and thait of yourselves: [it is]
the gift of God:

b. Eph 3:”Whereof | was made a minister, according to thedjithe grace of God
given unto me by the effectual working of his power
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c. Eph 4:7But unto every one of us is given grace accordingpé measure of the
gift of Christ.
5. Grace is received by good communication (truEp)y. 4:29
a. 1 Peter 4:1@s every man hath received the gift, [even so] sténithe same one
to another, as good stewards of the manifold gi@c8od.
6. Grace is a greeting & closing, Eph. 1:1; 6:24
a. 1 Cor. 1:3, “Grace be unto you” — 2 Cor. 1:2,d4Gx be to you” — Gal 1:3, “Grace
be to you” — Ephesians, “Grace be to you” — Philpg, “Grace be unto you” — 1
Thess. 1:1, “Grace be unto you” — 2 Thess. 1:2at6munto you” — 1 Tim. 1:2,
“Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father asdsJChrist our Lord” — 2 Tim
1:2, “Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the FathdrChrist Jesus our Lord” —
Titus 1:4, “Grace, mercy, and peace, from God aér and the Lord Jesus Christ
our Saviour” — Philemon 1:3, “grace to you, andqgeea.” — Hebrews 13:25
(closing), “Grace be with you all. Amen” — 2 Pele2, “Grace and peace be

multiplied unto you” — 2 John 1:3, “Grace by witbuy mercy, and peace ...” — Rev.
22:21 (closing of bible), “The grace of our Lorgue Christ be with you all.
Amen”

7. The word “grace” is used 12 times in Ephesians.
8. The Doctrines of Grace
a. In what is called Calvinism these basic doctraresput into the spelling of the
word TULIP. What does TULIP mean?

(1) T = Total Depravity — That man is sinful in alieas of his life, not that he has
sinned as much as he could sin, but that he isreesthrough and through.

(2) U = Unconditional Election — That those who camé¢he Lord Jesus Christ by
faith have been chosen from the foundation of thddyand all whom God the
Father has given to his Son will come to him, aadwil in no wise cast them
out.

(3) L = Limited Atonement — That the atonement cfukeChrist on the cross was
both sufficient and efficient for what its purposas planned by God the Father
in eternity past, that Christ Jesus purchasedatiemption, the payment of all
of the sins, for all of his people and not for therld at large (Matt. 1:21).

(4) 1 = Irrestible Grace — That when the Lord callgerson to conviction and faith
in Christ, that person will be so overwhelmed vitie beauty of that possibility
that he cannot and will not resist, but the woik thas begun in that person
will be accomplished unto the coming of the LordukeChrist (Phil. 1:6).

(5) P = Perseverence and Preservation of the Saihitst every believer will be
preserved or kept by the power of God (1 Peterdn8)that his faith, which is
a gift, will persevere through all kinds of tempats and trials of life, and
every saint will be delivered from this present eorld in the end.

b. 1am not a real Calvinist, because their doctisrelittle different from mine, but |
do agree in essence with these five points of grace
9. Practical Aspects of Grace
a. Grace brings Joy and Exhortation -- Acts 1M#8, when he [Barnabas] came,
and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and estidhtem all, that with purpose
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of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.

b. Grace is to be pursuedAets 13:43 Now when the congregation was broken up
many of the Jews and religious proselytes folloRadl and Barnabas: who,
speaking to them, persuaded them to continue igrhees of God.

c. Grace is to be recommended
(1) Acts 14:26And thence sailed to Antioch, from whence theyliesh

recommended to the grace of God for the work wttiely fulfilled.
(2) Acts 15:40And Paul chose Silas, and departed, being recomatehy the
brethren unto the grace of God.

d. Grace is to be preached — Acts 2(B24 none of these things move me, neither
count I my life dear unto myself, so that | mighish my course with joy, and the
ministry, which | have received of the Lord Jesogestify the gospel of the grace
of God.

e. Grace empowers us — 1 Cor 1581Q by the grace of God | am what | am: and his
grace which [was bestowed] upon me was not in Mairn;l laboured more
abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the gradesod which was with me.

f. Grace is to be received as something of greateval2 Cor 6:We then, [as]
workers together [with him], beseech [you] alsottlya receive not the grace of
God in vain.

g. Grace is not to be frustrated by teaching theftavgalvation — Gal. 2:2IL.do not
frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousnessifie] by the law, then Christ is
dead in vain

h. Grace brings forth fruit — Col 1:5-Bor the hope which is laid up for you in
heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word ofrtita of the gospel; 6 Which is
come unto you, as it is in all the world; and brétly forth fruit, as it doth also in
you, since the day ye heard of it, and knew thegyd God in truth

i. Grace brings salvation — Tit 2:Fbr the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath
appeared to all men,

j. Grace is to be tested and assured in our lives —

(1) Heb 12:19 ooking diligently lest any man fail of the gradeGmnd; lest any
root of bitterness springing up trouble [you], atitereby many be defiled;
(2) 2 Peter 1:1@Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence skmyour
calling and election sure: for if ye do these thinge shall never fall:
K. The Doctrine of Redemption, Eph. 1:7; 1:14; 4:30
1. Introduction to Redemption

a. God’s people are called “The Redeemed.”

b. Psalm 107:2et the redeemed of the LORD say [s0], whom he tetbemed from
the hand of the enemy;

c. Let's study some words that are translated “redee the Bible.

2. Use of words in the Old Testament
a. GALLA
(a) First mention of redeem in the Bible: Lev 2544 in all the land of your
possession ye shall grant a redemption for the land
(b) The word literally means “a kinsman,” or “a poase.”
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(c) Law of Redemption — If a brother is poor, a nieasman may buy that
which his brother sold. Lev 25:2bthy brother be waxen poor, and hath
sold away [some] of his possession, and if anyi©kim come to redeem it,
then shall he redeem that which his brother sold.

(d) Jesus is our Kinsman Redeemer. We had all bepomethrough our sin,
and Jesus came to our aid, purchased our posséssikifrom whom we
had sold it. We sold it to the Devil in the GardgrEden, and Jesus bought
it back at a great price—the price os his own bloondhe cross.

(2) PIDYOME

(&) This word means “Ransom.”

(b) Psalm 49:&For the redemption of their soul [is] precious,cit ceaseth
for ever:)

(c) Man’s redemption on his own ceases forever,taisdmeans that, after a
man finds his redemption, he will never searchitfagain. It is done
forever.

(d) Ps 49:18But God will redeem my soul from the power of tfevg: for he
shall receive me. Selah.

(3) MITSA

(&) This word means “to find.”

i) Lev 25:26And if the man have none to redeem it, and hinbsetble
to redeem it;

i) If a man who has sold his property find whthiimiself, or of his
prosperity and venture in business, that he is tabbeirchase back his
own property from the person to whom he sold tloperty, he may do
so according to the Law of Moses.

iii) But we cannot find anything within ourselvesramsom ourselves, so
we must depend upon a close kin to ransom us framnsias.

iv) He has found the riches of heaven and has kbastdme upon us, his
children. He has shed his own blood for our redénptand we have a
purchased possession awaiting us.

3. Use of words in the New Testament
a. LUTROS
(1) This word means “to loose.”

(a) Luke 2:38And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewige the
Lord, and spake of him to all them that lookedrémtemption in
Jerusalem.

i) This elderly lady spoke to those who were seekimgredemption of
Jerusalem from Roman power.

i) But they need not look for a leader among thdwese who had no
power to redeem from anything—they needed a diftdeader, one
Jesus.

iii) Simeon had just saidehold, this cild is set for the fall and rising
again of many in IsraglLuke 2:34).

iv) This man can loose us from our sin and let usogdeaven and into the
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highways and byways to serve him.

(b) Heb 9:12Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but Byolin blood he
entered in once into the holy place, having obtdiagernal redemption
[for us].

i) His redemption was not a temporal redemptiondvuéternal one.
i) He redeemed us and loosed us from the chaidahess and brought
us into his glorious light.
b. APOLUTROS
(1) This word means “to be loosed away from.” ltadiberation procured by a
payment.”
(2) Luke 21:28And when these things begin to come to pass, todnup, and lift
up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.

(&) The word “rapture” or “caught up” implies a long away from the world.

(b) We shall be brought up away from the world itite very presence of Jesus
Christ to be with him forever.

(3) Rom 3:24Being justified freely by his grace through theeegbtion that is in

Christ Jesus:

(a) God’s grace redeems us out of our sin, out drdess, freed from the
chains and clutches of the law, bringing us in®dtorious liberty of Jesus
Christ.

(4) 1 Cor 1:3@ut of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God islenanto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, r@a@mption:

(&) This redemption has loosed us out of worldlydeis and put us into the
wisdom of God and Christ.

(b) Our own wisdom cannot suffice for reconciliationredemption. It takes
the wisdom of God, and we do not have that wisdatess we have been
loosed away from worldly wisdom.

(5) Eph 1:7In whom we have redemption through his blood, thgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of his grace;

(&) We are “accepted in the beloved” in this chapemrause of Christ’s blood.

(b) We have been loosed out of acceptance of thielwaad into acceptance
with God.

(c) This is reconciliation and propitiation with God

(6) Eph 1:14Which is the earnest of our inheritance until tedemption of the
purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

(&) Now we have only the down payment or the segofithe purchased
possession.

(b) The word here for “purchased possession” metmpréeserve or keep.”

(c) Christ has purchases us, both soul and bodWifieself. We are bought
with a price.

(d) We are his possession, and we will be preseforeaur inheritance that is
“incorruptible, undefiled, reserved in heaven fouywho are kept by the
power of god unto salvation ready to be revealetiénast time.” (1 Peter
1:1-5)
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(7) Eph 4:30And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby seesealed unto the

day of redemption.
(&) This is the “day of redemption.”
(b) We are sealed until this day comes. Isn’t thameerful to know?

(8) Col 1:14In whom we have redemption through his blood, ri¢tiee
forgiveness of sins:

(a) Again this is through the blood of Christ, tegiveness of sins
(b) What a privilege.

(9) Heb 9:15And for this cause he is the mediator of the netateent, that by
means of death, for the redemption of the transjpes [that were] under the
first testament, they which are called might reedhve promise of eternal
inheritance.

(a) To the Hebrews this was good news, that Chadtredeemed (or had
loosed away from) the transgressions of the Oldahesnt

(b) These sins are gone—no need to continue totkeciw for salvation or
righteousness.

. AGORAZO

(1) The word means “marketplace” and implies “tobdsiness in the
marketplace.”

(2) This is found only in the book of Revelation

(3) Rev 5:9And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art wodhgke the book,
and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slaimg hast redeemed us to God
by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, p@dple, and nation;

(&) To do business in the marketplace usually maansake a purchase.
(b) Jesus purchased us unto God by his blood.
(c) We are not our own; we are bought with a price.

(4) Rev 14:3And they sung as it were a new song before thenéhrand before the
four beasts, and the elders: and no man could I¢kanh song but the hundred
[and] forty [and] four thousand, which were redeairfeom the earth.

(a) Again we see that Jesus has purchased us (fimarketplace—the world)
and from the earth.

(5) Rev 14:4These are they which were not defiled with womanthiey are
virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb wdrisoever he goeth. These
were redeemed from among men, [being] the firddrunto God and to the
Lamb.

(&) We have been redeemed to God
(b) Redeemed from the earth

(c) Redeemed from among men

(d) Hallalujah

EXAGORAZO

(1) This word means “to purchase out of” or “awayn’

(2) Gal 3:13Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the ltewmg made a
curse for us: for it is written, Cursed [is] eveoye that hangeth on a tree
(a) As far as | can tell, this is the only place vehthis word is used.
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(b) Paul is telling the Galatians (and us) that 3éms redeemed us (purchases
us away from) the curse of the law.

(c) The word “agorazo” means “marketplace,” and miamgs it referes to a
slave market, where slaves were bought and sold.

(d) Many slaves would be bough, then sold back ¢ontlarket.

(e) The idea behind this Greek word is that Chrastdht us out and away from
the slave market, never to be put on the slave ehadain for sale.

(H In other words, the Lord saves us for good ad\er.

4. Conclusion to Redemption

a. You can know today that you are redeemed by Ghpsecious blood, his death,
burial, and resurrection, only if you have compleith and trust in him as your
Savior.

b. We are saved by grace through faith. Can you kvins today? If so, you have been
redeemed by his blood, and you are a purchase@ggisa awaiting the time when
you will receive your inheritance.

c. Runto Christ for refuge. Believe on his todag. \Mll save you forever.

L. The Doctrine of Forgiveness, Vs. 7
1. Texts: Ephesians 1.7, 14 — Psalm 130:1-4

a. Psalm 130:1-Out of the depths have | cried unto thee, O LORDLord, hear my
voice: let thine ears be attentive to the voicengfsupplications. 3 If thou,
LORD, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, who slsédind? 4 But there is
forgiveneswith thee, that thou mayest be feared.

2. Word Meanings:

a. Back now to Ephesians 1:7. The word here trassldibrgiveness” is the Greek
word APHIAMI, and it literally means “to send awggm” or even to “abandon.”
(1) This is what God does with us when he forgivesHe leaves us alone as far as

his judgment is concerned.

(2) Rom 8:1[There is] therefore now no condemnation to therciviare in
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, bugratthe Spirit

(3) God will forever leave us alone pertaining te judgment of sin against us. We
are forgiven (left alone) from future judgment.

(4) This word is translated remissiaime times, forgivenessx times, deliverance
once, and libertpnce in our Bible.

(5) This is a great truth.

b. Now let us look in Ephesians 4:32
(1) Eph 4:32And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, ¥amgione another,

even as God for Christ’'s sake hath forgiven you.

(2) The Greek word here is CHARIDZOMAI, and it lizdly means “to give.”

(3) That is, to give a gift. We call it grace, whishfrom the same root word,
CHARIS.

(4) We can never set another person at liberty fitwgir sins; we can never deliver
anyone from his depraved condition, as is implredur first word for
forgiveness, but we can forgive in the since ofrgjuo others.

(5) Now, what are we to give to others: Eph. 4:3[3 tas that we are to give
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kindnessand a tender heart

(6) The reason is also given here: because Godhost® sake forgave (or gave a
gift to) us. His gift is the gift of salvation, wd¢h we can never give. Ours is the
gift of kindness and tenderness one toward another.

3. The Doctrinal Teaching
a. The Bible is the only book that teaches that samsbe completely forgiven

(1) Psalm 51:Hide thy face from my sins, and blot outraihe iniquities.

(2) Isa 38:1Behold, for peace | had great bitterness: but thast in love to my
soul [delivered it] from the pit of corruption: fahou hast cast all my sins
behind thy back.

(3) Heb 10:17And their sins and iniquities will | remember norsmo

b. God is the initial force in forgiveness

(1) John 3:16-or God so loved the world, that he gave his omgditen Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, laweheverlasting life.

(2) Col 2:13And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircsimniof your
flesh, hath he quickened together with him, hafimgiven(charizoma)j you
all trespasses

(3) We could read here Luke 15:11-32 - The Prodsgad

(4) Neh 9:17 .. but thou [art] a God ready to pardon, gracious amerciful,
slow to anger, and of great kindness, and forsaatkesn not.

(5) Dan 9:9To the Lord our God [belong] mercies and forgivesess though we
have rebelled against him

c. Our sin deserves God’s wrath and punishment

(1) Gen 2:1But of the tree of the knowledge of good and &l shalt not eat
of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof trshalt surely die

(2) Rom. 1:18-32; 3:23; 6:23

d. But God is gracious to forgive

(1) Rom. 5:6-8For when we were yet without strength, in due t@heist died for
the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous malhene die: yet
peradventure for a good man some would even dagiéeeto8 But God
commendeth his love toward us, in that, while wewet sinners, Christ died
for us.

e. Forgiveness requires a substitute for sin

(1) Lev 17:11For the life of the flesh [is] in the blood: andhave given it to you
upon the altar to make an atonement for your sdolsit [is] the blood [that]
maketh an atonement for the soul

(2) Heb 9:22And almost all things are by the law purged witbdad; and without
shedding of blood is no remissi{forgiveness) (aphegis

f. Forgiveness comes only by repentance and faiflesus Christ

(1) Acts 10:43To him give all the prophets witness, that throbghname
whosoever believeth in him shall receive remisgiorgivenessjaphesi} of
sins

g. Forgiveness is realized through Jesus Chrisialon

(1) Christ Himself
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(&) Acts 5:31Him hath God exalted with his right hand [to belPence and a
Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and feegesgaphesiyof sins.

(b) Col 1:14In whom we have redemption through his blood, [¢tes
forgivenesgaphesiyof sins:

(2) Christ’'s Death
(&) Rom 4:285Nho was delivered for our offences,
(3) Christ’'s Resurrection

(&) 2 Cor 5:15And [that] he died for all, that they which liveaiid not
henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him wiietd for them, and rose
again

(4) The Whole Gospel

(@) 1 Cor. 15:1-4dMoreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospactv |
preached unto you, which also ye have receivedydredein ye stand; 2
By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memoay ippreached unto you,
unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For | delidarato you first of all that
which | also received, how that Christ died for ins according to the
scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and thatdse again the third day
according to the scriptures:

. In Christ’s work we see the mystery of godliness
(1) 1 Tim 3:16And without controversy great is the mystery ofligeds God was
manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, 3@ angels, preached unto the

Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up igiory.

(a) God was manifest in the flesh — Jesus camerto #abe made like unto
sinful flesh (Rom. 8:3)

(b) God was justified in the Spirit — God was setffrom Christ’s taking our
sins upon him, his justice being satisfied.

(c) God was seen of angels (of course, we are taldout Christ as God).

(d) God was preached unto the Gentiles, becausBehtles must hear before
they can believe. Eph 1:18 whom ye also [trusted], after that ye heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvationwhom also after that ye
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spiritroihpise,

(e) God was believed on in the world — Acts 16431 they said, Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved tapdhouse.

(H God was received up into glory — Acts 1\Mhich also said, Ye men of
Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? #isesJesus, which is
taken up from you into heaven, shall so come arilanner as ye have
seen him go into heaven

Because we are forgiven, we must always forgiheis

(1) Luke 6:37Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemnamat,ye shall
not be condemned: forgiyapolug, and ye shall be forgivefapoluq

(2) Col 3:13Forbearing one another, and forgivirfgharizoma) one another, if
any man have a quarrel against any: even as Cloigfave(charizoma) you,
so also [do] ye.

(3) Read Matthew 18:21-35 (Seventy times seven).
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4. Conclusion

a. So much we could say about forgiveness. The woode form or another is
found 48 times in the New Testament and 50 timeékerOld Testament, not
including other forms of the Greek; so this is aneportant subject.

b. But for our purpose, we need to understand bistea things:

(1) In order to be saved, you must be forgiven bgGats 16:31 . . believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved.

(2) Atfter you are saved, one of the proofs of yalvation is in the exercise of
forgiving our brothers in Christ without limit (Ames 7)

c. The final question is, “Are you genuinely savgagbace through faith in Jesus
Christ?” In other words, have you been complef@igiven for all of your sins? If
not, you must repent of your sins (Luke 13:3) andttthe Lord Jesus (Eph. 1:13),
his death, burial, and resurrection.

M. The Doctrine Of The Purpose of God, Eph. 1:913:1
1. Introduction

a. Itis wonderful to know that God has a purposerfan on the earth. In this section

we will discuss God’s purpose in man’s existentgwork, and his salvation.
2. God’s General Purpose For Mankind

a. Psalm 8:3-8When | consider thy heavens, the work of thy fiagée moon and
the stars, which thou hast ordained; 4 What isipthat thou art mindful of him?
and the son of man, that thou visitest him? 5 thou hast made him a little
lower than the angels, and hast crowned him witdngand honour. 6 Thou
madest him to have dominion over the works of &ndh; thou hast put all things
under his feet:

b. Of course, man lost that complete dominion dfierfall. One day that dominion
will be reinstated in the Millennial reign of Chrislsa 11:6The wolf also shall
dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie dowith the kid; and the calf and
the young lion and the fatling together; and déitthild shall lead them.

3. God Purposed To Set His Heart On Man

a. Job 7:17-18What is manthat thou shouldest magnify him? and that thou
shouldest set thine heart upon him? 18 And tinat shouldest visit him every
morning, and try him every moment?

b. Psalm 8:4NVhat is manthat thou art mindful of him? and the son of mhaj thou
visitest him?

c. Thisis quoted in the New Testament: Hebrews32But one in a certain place
testified, saying, What is man, that thou art miha@df him? or the son of man, that
thou visitest him? 7 Thou madest him a littledotihan the angels; thou
crownedst him with glory and honour, and didstheet over the works of thy
hands: 8 Thou hast put all things in subjectiower his feet. For in that he put
all in subjection under him, he left nothing thaiiot put under him. But now we
see not yet all things put under him.

4. God Purposed To Cause His Son To Suffer

a. Heb 2:1CFor it became him, for whom [are] all things, ang Wwhom [are] all

things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to mdike ¢aptain of their salvation
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perfect through sufferings.

b. Mark 9:12And he answered and told them, Elias verily corfieth and restoreth
all things; and how it is written of the Son of m#rat he must suffenany things,
and be set at nought.

c. Luke 24:46And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thusethoved Christ to
suffer, and_to risefrom the dead the third day:

5. God Purposed To Save The Lost

a. Matt 18:11For the Son of man is come to saat which was lost.

b. Luke 9:56For the Son of man is not come to destroy merésJikbut to save
[them].. ..

c. 1 Cor 1:21For after that in the wisdom of God the world bgdam knew not God,
it pleased God by the foolishness of preachin@t@them that believe.

6. God Purposed To Minister

a. Matt 20:28ven as the Son of man came not to be ministered lout to minister,

and to give his life a ransom for mar8ee also Mark 10:45.
7. God Purposed To Deliver

a. 2 Peter 2:9he Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out ofgitations, and to
reserve the unjust unto the day of judgment tolreghed:

b. 2 Cor 1:10Nho delivered us from so great a death, and dolivetein whom we
trust that he will yet deliver [us];

8. God Purposed To Receive

a. Power, honor, and glory - Rev 53aying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb
that was slain to receive power, and riches, angtheim, and strength, and honour,
and glory, and blessing

b. His People - John 144hd if | go and prepare a place for you, | will cemgain,
and receive you unto myself; that where | am, ghge may be also.

c. Sinners - Luke 15:2nd the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, an
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.

9. God Purposed To Condemn

a. John 3:1&e that believeth on him is not condemned: bubhehelieveth not is
condemned already, because he hath not believéietiname of the only begotten
Son of God.

b. Rom. 8:3or what the law could not do, in that it was wehfough the flesh, God
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flaed for sin, condemned sin in
the flesh:

c. 2 Peter 2:@&\nd turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha irgbess condemned
[them] with an overthrow, making [them] an ensampio those that after should
live ungodly; — ... 21 For it had been betmrthem not to have known the way
of righteousness, than, after they have knowntfitfurn from the holy
commandment delivered unto them.

d. Rev 20:15And whosoever was not found written in the bodKeofvas cast into
the lake of fire.

10. God Purposed To Save Whosoever Will Come To Him
a. Matt 7:24Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mimtedoeth them, |
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will liken him unto a wise man, which built his lsewpon a rock:

b. Matt 10:32Whosoever therefore shall confess me before menwii | confess
also before my Father which is in heaven.

c. Mar 8:35For whosoever will save his life shall lose it; wiosoever shall lose his
life for my sake and the gospel’s, the same shak €.

d. John 3:19hat whosoever believeth in him should not petsih have eternal life.

e. John 3:16-or God so loved the world, that he gave his omlgditen Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, laweheverlasting life.

f. John 4:14But whosoever drinketh of the water that | shalleginim shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give him sha# n him a well of water springing
up into everlasting life.

g. John 11:2é\nd whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall ndiee Believest
thou this?

h. Acts 2:21And it shall come to pass, [that] whosoever shall on the name of the
Lord shall be savedSee also Romans 10:13

i. Acts 10:43To him give all the prophets witness, that throbghname whosoever
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.

j. 1 John 5:]Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ ia b6God: and every

one that loveth him that begat loveth him also thdtegotten of him.

k. Rev 22:17And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And letthiat heareth say,
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And whosoesll, let him take the water
of life freely.

11. God Purposed That Election Will Stand

a. Rom 9:11For [the children] being not yet born, neither hag done any good or
evil, that the purpose of God according to electimight stand, not of works, but
of him that calleth;)

12. God Purposed That All Things Would Work TogetRer Good

a. Rom 8:28And we know that all things work together for geodhem that love
God, to them who are the called according to [lggfpose.

b. 2 Tim. 1:9Who hath saved us, and called [us] with an holyieg) not according
to our works, but according to his own purp@sel grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began

N. The Doctrine Of The Gathering Together, Verse 10

1.

2.

This, of course, is pointing to the second conah@hrist and his working all things

together for our good according to his purpose.

The Last Days

a. Micah 4:1 But in the_last dayi shall come to pass, [that] the mountain of the
house of the LORD shall be established in the fape@mountains, and it shall be
exalted above the hills; and people shall flow uto

b. Heb. 1:1-2 YGod, who at sundry times and in divers mannersepakime past
unto the fathers by the prophets, 2 Hath in tHastdaysspoken unto us by his
Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all thingsyhpm also he made the worlds;

c. Acts 2:17And it shall come to pass in the last dasaith God, | will pour out of
my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and youaglaters shall prophesy, and
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your young men shall see visions, and your old shafl dream dreamgJoel
2:28].

d. 2 Tim. 3:1 This know also, that in the last dgysrilous times shall come

e. 2 Peter 3:3 Knowing this first, that there shall come in thetldaysscoffers,
walking after their own lusts,

f. 1 John 2:18 {Little children, it is the last time: and as ye ledweard that
antichrist shall come, even now are there manycanitits; whereby we know that
it is the last time

g. James 5:Four gold and silver is cankered; and the rusthainh shall be a witness
against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were. fYe have heaped treasure
together for the last days

3. The Imminent Return

a. Matt 24:38ut of that day and hour knoweth no [man], no, that angels of
heaven, but my Father only.

b. Luke 12:46The lord of that servant will come in a day wherideketh not for
[him], and at an hour when he is not aware, and wiit him in sunder, and will
appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.

(1) Many have set times and dates for the comirthet.ord, but none of them
were true.

(&) There are still people today setting dates.

(b) 2 Tim. 2:18Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that th
resurrection is past already; and overthrow thdHasf some.

(c) 2 Thess 2:That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troulsiedher by
spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, &atthe day of Christ is at
hand.

(d) In 1000 AD many people thought that, becausd@humber 1000, the
Lord would return. Many sold their belongs and edifor his return, but it
did not come.

(e) In 1033 many thought, because this was 100G yeam the death of
Christ, that Jesus would return. He did not.

(H In 1186 AD a “Letter of Toledo” was issued wargithat everyone should
hide in the caves and mountains. The world was egnu an end. It did
not.

(g) The year 1666 AD found the city of London, Emglain a banner year of
catastrophes. The bubonic plague killed 100,000 the great fire of
London struck that same year. The world was cortorthe end, it seemed
to them, and the ending of the year “666" madeghimorse.

(h) In 1809 a lady by the name of Mary Bateman, wias a fortune teller, used
a magic chicken’s egg to forecast the coming oisthit did not happen.

(i) Joanna Southcott, a Spiritualist, claimed aiwitgrth that would produce
the second Jesus Christ. It was a false pregnandyshe died soon after
her due date.

() In 1836 John Wesley wrote that “the time, timasd half a time” of
Revelation 12:14 were 1058-1836, “when Christ st@ame” (A. M.
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Morris, The Prophecies Unveiled, p. 361).

(k) In 1843-1844, William Miller, whose followers wecalled Millerites,
determined from the Bible that the second comingld/de in 1843-1844.

() In 1910 the Halley’'s comet was supposed to bigga of the second
coming.

(m)In 1914, Charles Russell, a Millerite, predictbd Lord’s return in that
year.

(n) Jehovah’s Witnesses predicted Jesus’ retur@14,11878, 1881, 1910,
1914, 1918, 1925, 1941, 1975, and 1984.

(0) In 1981 most of us heard of the Jupiter Effand in 1982 the alignment of
the planets were both supposed to bring the secomihg.

(p) In 1982 a group called the Tara Centers plaasgklads in newspapers
saying that Christ is now here on earth.

(q) And, of course we remember the book “88 Rea¥dhg The Rapture Is In
1988.” by Edgar Whisenant. This was to be arouept.Sl1-13, 1988.

(r) The following year, 1989, he changed the datdid not happen.

(s) A prediction came from Australia in 1991 for Miar31.

(t) Even aleader of Islam in 1991 said the Gulf Wauld be the War of
Armageddon-the final war.

(u) A book entitled “1994: The Year of Destiny” fooéd God’s plan to rapture
his people.

(v) Many believed that the $G/ear anniversary of Israel as a nation in 1998
would begin the Great Tribulation Period.

(w) Jack Van Impe has predicted the second coming/rimes. His latest
prediction is for 2018, 51 years from 1967.

(X) Then, of course, there is the 2012 theory, udiagan and Aztec calendars
to predict the end of the age at Dec. 21, 2012.

(y) Even Sir Isaac Newton from Britain predicted Q@6 the end.

(2) Matt 25:13Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nertibur wherein
the Son of man cometh.

4. The End of the Age (World)
a. Matt 28:20Teaching them to observe all things whatsoevervelr@mmanded

b.
C.

you: and, lo, I am with you alway, [even] unto #re& of the world. Amen.

Matt 24:13But he that shall endure unto the end, the sarab 8 saved.

Joh 13:1 Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesys tkrat his hour was
come that he should depart out of this world uht Eather, having loved his own
which were in the world, he loved them unto the end

Lu 19:13And he called his ten servants, and delivered tteenpounds, and said
unto them, Occupy till | come

1Ti 4:13Till | come, give attendance to reading, to exhboia, to doctrine.

Re 2:25But that which ye have [already] hold fast tillomme.

1 Cor 11:26-or as often as ye eat this bread, and drink thig,g/e do shew the
Lord’s death till he come.

5. The Second Coming
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a.

C.

d.

Heb 9:2850 Christ was once offered to bear the sins of mamy unto them that
look for him shall he appear the second twwithout sin unto salvation.

1 Thes 2:1%or what [is] our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoragy? [Are] not even
ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ atbising?

2 Peter3:4And saying, Where is the promise of his corifay since the fathers
fell asleep, all things continue as [they were]rfrthe beginning of the creation

1 John 2:28 f\nd now, little children, abide in him; that, whiee shall appear, we
may have confidence, and not be ashamed beforatHiis coming

6. The Invitation
a. Many are invited to come, and many will come.

(1) A Great Number -- Rev. 7:9-1After this | beheld, and, lo, a great multitude,
which no man could number, of all nations, and kéad, and people, and
tongues, stood before the throne, and before tmebl.@lothed with white
robes, and palms in their hands; 10 And criechwitioud voice, saying,
Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throamed unto the Lamb.

(2) Come -- Rev 22:1And the Spirit and the bride say, Camad let him that
heareth say, Coménd let him that is athirst comAnd whosoever will, let
him takethe water of life freely.

(3) Restitution -- Acts 3:20-27And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was
preached unto you: 21 Whom the heaven must eceitil the times of
restitution of all thingswhich God hath spoken by the mouth of all hig hol
prophets since the world began.

(a) Alittle girl was bored, and she told her fathéer father took a map that
was printed in a newspaper (full page) and tore simall pieces. He told
her to go in the next room and put that map bagktteer. In just a short
time, the girl was finished and asked her fathexame to look at the puzzle
she had put together. How did you do that? Theefagaid. “Well, when |
turned the pieces upside down, | realized thereangsture of Jesus on the
other side; and when | got Jesus put togetherythiag else turned out all
right.

(4) All Things Work Together — Rom 8:2&hd we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God, to thera ate the called according
to [his] purpose.

(&) Now do you know? Do you know how all things wtolgether? God is
gathering together all things into one—summariziregn, putting them in
their proper places.

(b) His purpose is written on the back of this caiirig world; and when God
gets his plan put completely together, everythisg @ill work out fine.

(c) Sin has torn this world apart, but God is pwtitnall back together. In the
end he will summarize, or gather together in oti¢higs in their proper
places.

(5) He Will Make All Things New — Rev 21:And he that sat upon the throne
said, Behold, | make all things new. And he saii ume, Write: for these
words are true and faithful.
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(&) Amos 9:11 1n that day will | raise up the tabernacle of Ddthat is
fallen, and close up the breaches thereof; andliraise up his ruins, and
I will build it as in the days of old:

(b) Isaiah 2:2-4And it shall come to pass in the last days, thatrtitountain of
the LORD'’S house shall be established in the tapefnountains, and
shall be exalted above the hills; and all natiohalsflow unto it. 3 And
many people shall go and say, Come ye, and lebugpgdo the mountaiaf
the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; andilhéeach us of his
ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zishall go forth the law,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 4 Andhadl judge among
the nations, and shall rebuke many people: and sheyl beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghoakdion shall not lift
up sword against nation, neither shall they leaar any more.

(c) Read Hebrews 12:22-24 — ye are come to Mount Sio

(6) He will also gather together his people at thae: 2 Thess. 2:1-2 low we
beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Losdig€hrist, and by our
gathering together unto him, 2 That ye be nonssltaken in mind, or be
troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor byter as from us, as that the day
of Christ is at hand.

(7) Are you ready, by trusting Christ, to be gatldetiegether along with other
saints to meet him in the air?

O. The Doctrine Of Heaven, 10

1.

The wordheavernis mentioned 551 times in the Bible. Of course,albof them refer
to the Heaven where God dwells and where beligy@mshen they die and where all
believers will go eventually.
There is mention of THREE heavens
a. The first heaven -- atmosphere
(1) Deut. 11:17 -Then the LORD's anger will burn against you, andvieshut
the heavens so that it will not rain and the growvilll yield no produce....
(2) Deut. 28:12 -The LORD will open the heavens, the storehousesdfdunty,
to send rain on your land in season and to blekthalwork of your hands.
(3) Judges 5:4 --O LORD, when you went out from Seir, when you net¢tom
the land of Edom, the earth shook, the heavensagptine clouds poured
down water.
(4) Acts 14:17 -- Yet he has not left himself without testimony: Hg $hown
kindness by giving you rain from heaven and cropbeir seasons;...
b. The second heaven — outer space
(1) Psalm 19:&rheir line is gone out through all the earth, aheit words to the
end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernémi¢he sun
(2) Jeremiah 8:2And they shall spread them before the sun, andnten, and all
the host of heaven, . . .
(3) Isa 13:1Cor the stars of heaven and the constellationsebgshall not give
their light: the sun shall be darkened in his gofogh, and the moon shall not
cause her light to shine.
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C.

The third heaven — Where God dwells

(1) 1 Kings 8:30And hearken thou to the supplication of thy servant of thy
people Israel, when they shall pray toward thisgglaand hear thou in heaven
thy dwelling place: and when thou hearest, forgive

(2) Psalm 2:He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: thed_sinall have them
in derision.

(3) Matt 5:16Let your light so shine before men, that they nesyyour good
works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.

The third heaven — the highest heaven — whereésGlobne is:

(1) 1 Kings 8:27ut will God indeed dwell on the earth? behold, lleaven and
heaven of heavens cannot contain thee; how mustiieshouse that | have
builded?

(2) Deut. 10:18ehold, the heaven and the heaven of heavendipdlORD’S thy
God, the earth [also], with all that therein [is].

(3) Eph 1:21Far above all principality, and power, and mighhjdadominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this world,diso in that which is to
come:

3. There is a Kingdom of Heaven

a.
b.

This is mentioned 32 times in the New Testament

In the parables, this kingdom is taught from man point of few, and it includes

all people who profess to know Jesus Christ asoBavid are, according to

themselves, in the kingdom of Heaven. Many pasabie in Matthew 13.

You cannot truly be in the kingdom of Heaven withconversion -- Matt 18:And

said, Verily | say unto you, Except ye be converded become as little children,

ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.

This kingdom is also called the Kingdom of Gdtis is mentioned 69 times in

the New Testament.

The kingdom of God is at hamiihd saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom

of God is at handrepent ye, and believe the gospédark 1:15

There is a kingdom of God that is yet to come.

(1) Mark 14:25Verily | say unto you, | will drink no more of theit of the vine,
until that day that I drink it new in the kingdorh@od.

(2) Matt 6:10Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, asJitn heaven.

(3) Luke 22:30That ye may eat and drink at my table in my kingdamd sit on
thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

4. Some benefits of Heaven

a.

b.

Our reward is in heaven — Matt 5®2joice, and be exceeding glad: for great [is]
your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they tloplpets which were before you.
Our Father is in heaven — Matt 511€t your light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and glorify your Fatheictiis in heaven.

God’s will is done in heaven — Matt 6:T@y kingdom come. Thy will be done in
earth, as [it is] in heaven.

We can lay up treasures in heaven —

(1) Matt 6:20But lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, eimeither moth
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nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do no@lirthrough nor steal:

(2) Matt 19:21Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, godpsell that thou
hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt havaduee in heaven: and come
[and] follow me.

Our names are written in heaven -- Luke 10d@@withstanding in this rejoice not,

that the spirits are subject unto you; but rathejoice, because your names are

written in heaven.

Our conversation “citizenship” is in heaven —IFPh20 For our conversation is in

heaven; from whence also we look for the Savidwer Librd Jesus Christ:

We have a hope laid up in heaven — ColFbthe hope which is laid up for you

in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the wordhefttuth of the gospel;

We have a better substance in heaven — Heb Fo3dle had compassion of me in

my bonds, and took joyfully the spoiling of youods, knowing in yourselves that

ye have in heaven a better and an enduring substanc

We have an inheritance reserved in heaven —drRetTo an inheritance

incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth natg, reserved in heaven for you,

5. What must we do to go to heaven?

a.

Hear the Gospel of the kingdom

(1) Matt 4:23And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in tisgimagogues, and
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healihgnanhner of sickness and
all manner of disease among the people.

(2) Eph 1:13n whom ye also [trusted], after that ye heard Wad of truth, the
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after thatbelieved, ye were sealed
with that holy Spirit of promise,

Repent

(1) Matt 3:2And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heavahhand.

(2) Luke 13:3l tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shdllieéwise perish.

Believe

(1) Mark 1:15And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdain®God is at hand:
repent ye, and believe the gospel.

6. There is an alternative to heaven

a.
b.

C.

d.

This alternative is hell.

Matt 10:28And fear not them which kill the body, but are able to kill the soul:
but rather fear him which is able to destroy bodlilsand body in hell.

Matt 23:33 (To the Pharisees, Hypocriteg)e] serpents, [ye] generation of
vipers, how can ye escape the damnation of hell?

Rev 20:14And death and hell were cast into the lake of flii@is is the second
death.

7. Where do you want to be throughout all of etgfhit

a.

Hear the message of the Gospel today - the daatia) and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. — Rom. 10:1%o0 then faith [cometh] by hearing, and hearing g word
of God.

Repent of your sins, turn from them and to CKtiske 13:3; Luke 1:15)

Believe with all you heart that God has raised fiom the dead (Rom. 10:9)
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d. Then you will be saved (from hell, the wrath afd} and to Heaven, that great
dwelling place of holy angels, cherabim, Sarapl@od in the fullness of his
godhead, and believers who are brothers and siatéigrist. — Rom. 5:8uch
more then, being now justified by his blood, wdldiesaved from wratthrough
him.

e. Actsl16:31And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Chrigd,thou shalt be
saved, and thy house.
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