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6.

Universal Invisible Church Is Only As 0ld As The Reformation.

A. TUniversal Visible Church is an older term but not Apostolic.

B. Acts 20:28 -~ Did these folk understand Paul?

C. Invisiblism developed to offset Catholicism. _

D. Our doctrines are to be apostolic, hence let’s reject universalism.

Universalism False Because It Cannot Achieve Unity.
A. Unity is urged for a cHurch. Read I. Cor. 1:10.
B. To administer the Supper requires unity. I Cor. 11:18-20,
C. The only universalism that can achieve untiy is universal visible
and this would admit to Catholicism.
D. Though some may: not see it,unity can only be achieved in a local church.
E. Universalism does not even agree to the massage of salvation.

It Has No Value Whatsoever.
A. All it does is release people from local church responsibility as
believers.,
(1) A church is to exhort, oversee - universalists do not have this.
(2) The "Big Church" makes no demands at all.
B. Satan uses the Invisible Church Theory.
(1) Until Jesus came God was invisible, hence God was made in man's
own image.
(2) Those who reject the Christ of the Bible today do the same thing,
(3) So it will be - a universal church allows man to make his own
church - hence, many Baptist church fights.
Remember: Satan never fights universalism. He uses it for his own pur-
poses. However; he does attack the local church for it is his enemy. It
is the pillar and ground of truth.

Universalism Does Not Fit Bible Metaphores Given A Church.
A. "House" I Timothy 3:15 - Universal House?

(1) Eph. 2:19-22 "fitley framed; not just a pile of lumber = uni-
versalism,

(2) This house to be established by understanding. Prov., 24:3,
Understanding comes by teaching. How can you teach (fitley
frame) a universal church.

(3) This house is to stand only if righteous. Prov. 12:7. To keep
it righteous will involve discipline. Universalism cannot do
this.

(4) See if Psalms 92:12-13 can be universal. NO!

B. "Building" I Cor. 3:9. This makes us think of walls, etc, - Solid

Surely the term "building" cannot be made to fit universalism!

C. "Body" Colossians 1:18 -~ I Cor. 12:27 - Greek owua - no article.

(1) Each member has a function = together they make body strong.

(2) How could this be if some parts are in heaven, some on earth,
and some not yet born?

(3) In any though universalism could use the term BODY.

D. "Bride" TII Cor. 11:2 - Ephesians 5, etc.
Try to imagine yourself having a universal wife or bride? Silly isnt
it? So is universalism silly. More on the bride later.

E. "Pillar and Groud” I Timothy 3:15

(1) A pillar is to hold up something - in this text it is truth.

(2) Universalism cannot fit this figure for different churches hold
up different doctrines - false doctrines.

(3) A universal pillar would be like an invisible foundation.

Universal Invisible Church Theory Is Opposed To My Job,
A. Ephesians 4:11 - 13,
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LECTURE #4
The Church That Jesus Built - Matt., 16:18
Introduction: Its beliefs and its mission make it unique and peculiarly His owm.

1. Meaning Of The Word "Church".

A. It does not mean a universal visible assembly.

B. It does not mean a universal invisible assembly.
(1) Jesus used the word church 23 times, 20 in Revelation and 3 in Matt.
{2) All agree in 22 times He speaks of a local assembly,
(3) Matthew 16:18 - some question.
(4) Imagine a commission to an invisible church.
{5) How would you tell it to the church? Matt. 18:17
(6) How to administer baptism and the Lord's supper?
{7 Who are its officers? What about voting, etc.?

C. It does not mean the branch theory.
(1) All protestant groups are branches of the true church.
(2) This admits Rome to be the true church.

D. Conclusion: Only a local church in New Testament.

E. The Army Theory

2. The Rock Foundation Of The Church.

A. Rome tells us it's Peter.

B. Protestants tells us it's Peter's confession.

C. We say it is Jesus Christ!
(1) Peter is petros - rock is petra in verse 18.
(2) Petros = small rock compared to petra = large rock.
(3) Petra so large a house can be built on one. Matt. 7:24
(4) A tomb can be hewn out of a petra. Matt. 27:60,
(5) Petra is used of Christ figuratively but never of Peter. (Romans

9:53) (by Peter himself I Pet. 2:8) (I Cor. 10:4).

{(6) No other foundation can be laid. I Cor. 3:11

3. The Gates Of Hell - verse 18.

A. Hades = unseen world -- pass out of existence.

B Cities are said to go into Hades. Matt. 11:23 (this means to die or pass
out of existence).

C. Hany woudd like to see His church pass through the gates of hell.
(1) Roman government persecutions
(2) Roman Inguisition
(3) Satan in all ages
(4) Modernist Today

4, The Word "Church™ Used Generically verse 18
A. 1Individual churches have gone through those gatest
B. Generic = genos = kind -~ His KIND will always be.
C. This is Baptist perpetuity.

5. T Will Build My Church ... verse 18

A. Future tense = I will be building - Present tense - I am building.

B. Christ would continue to build as He gave other teachings to it.
(1) Discipline -~ Matt. 18:15-20
(2) Lord's Supper - Matt. 20:20
(3) The Epistles of Paul

T T4} Ifpowerhoct of Haly Snixis

C. The universalist would say this means with people.

e
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6.

When Did Jesus Begin Building His Church?
A, Some say the day of Pentecost.
B. It was during His public ministry.
(1) They had the message of salvation.
(2) Both ordinances
(3) The commissicn
(4) Saved and baptized people for members
(5) Apostles placed first in the church - I Cor. 12:28
(6) Jesus saves in the church - Heb. 2:12
(7) 120 met for a prayer and business meeting
{8) 3000 were added unto it

What Is The Church's Commission?

A. Not entertainment - sports, etc.

. Not social work - reforming, etc.

Not equal rights, etc.

It is threefold

(1) Get folks saved - without evangelism the church will die.

(2) Baptize them - anything short of this fails the commission -
Billy Graham, etc.

(3) Teach them all things ~ with evangelism and without doctrine you
have a bubble.

o 0w

The Church And The Bride!
A. 1If the church isn't universal the bride isn’t - Ephesians 5:23-27.
B. A Baptist Church = A Baptist Bride! II Cor. 11:2
(1) ©No bride now; only an espousal
(2) The bride will be made up of the faithful - Rev. 14:2-5 - first
fruits of verse 5 = bride.

* Women of verse 4 = Baptists hobnobbing with protestants and
Rome.

(3) See Ii Cor. 11:3-4, the harlots lure those espoused. Verse 4 speaks
of those teaching another gospel.

% Be faithful to vour engagement!
LECTURE #5

The Evils And Evil Tendencies Of Universalism

A Lack Of Real Missionary Endeavor.
. Universalists are interested in getting folks saved - professions.

A
B. They are not very interested in building churches.
e

. Most all their work is Bibles - food - clothing - shelter, etc.
D. It is always done through a co-op of some sort.
* The local church starts others - teaches, establishes. Universalism
usually takes over works originally started by local churches.

Free Lance Evangelism Is A Tendency.

A, Ecumenical Billy is our example along with Rice and others.

B. These cry for Christians, tithes and offerings, in opposition to Malachi
C. This evangelism builds glory to a man in opposition to Eph. 3:21.

D. How many evangelistic associations do we know of? Hear of?

% Bible evangelism is always local church centered. Jerusalem. Antioch.

Authority For Church Ordinances Resting In The Ordained Ministry.

A. My own observations in this thing.

B. Let us prove once again the commission is a church commission. Matt. 28
C. House communion - Spurgeon etc, ~ Space communion.

# Ordinances preach and God's preaching institution is His local church.
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4.

Ecumenism Is A Tendency Of Universalism

A. We are all in the 'big church' so why not a Ministerial Association?
B. Here are Armenians - Bible deniers - Christ haters - all together.
C. God said, '""Be separate - touch not the unclean thing."

D. "But preach liberty on the non-essentials." It 1s all essential!

Union Campaigns Are The Next Step Of Universalism,

Universalism Is And Will End At Rome.

A. If all men saved are in the 'big church' why did we leave Rome?

B. Why indeed? Universalists unite denominations every vear.

C. Revelation teaches a World Church composed of Rome and her children.

Observation: A church council recently said there are 111 Bible Believing Denom-
inations. Universalists will soon make it 222.

* Let us observe in conclusion, God's work being done by one of God's churches.
See in this just what is needed today. I Thess. Chapter 1.



