





every believer be baptized soon after they believe in Jesus Christ for salvation?

B. Baptism Is To Be Done In The Proper Manner & Proper Authority
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There must be a proper candidate — a saved person

a. Acts 8:37 And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest [be
baptized/. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.

There must be a proper reason — a symbol of salvation

a. 1 Peter 3:21 The like figure whereunto [even] baptism doth also now save us (not
the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward
God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ:

b. Rom. 6:4 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ
was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk
in newness of life.

There must be a proper administrator — a scriptural church

a. The commission was given to the Lord’s church, so the church local is the
administrator of scriptural baptism

b. No human being ever scripturally baptized anyone except John the Baptist, because
he was sent from God to do so.

(1) John 1:6 There was a man sent from God, whose name [was] John,

(2) John 1:33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to baptize with water, the
same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and
remaining on him, the same is he which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.

There must be a proper mode — immersion

a. The word “baptizo” literally means “to dip under.
practice immersion.

b. Also, the verse to which we have already referred implies it: Rom 6:4 Therefore we
are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the
dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

c. This immersion should be don in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost
(Matt. 28:19).

(1) Some baptize three times — once in each name of the Trinity

(2) Some baptize only in the name of Jesus

(3) We baptize once by immersion in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
this to show the three-in-one identity of the Godhead.
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This is one good reason to

C. Baptism Has A Purpose
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There is a baptism unto Moses (1 Cor. 10:2), which identifies Moses’ followers with him
and his ministry to God.

There is a baptism of the dead (1 Cor. 15:29), which some do, identifying themselves
with dead leaders, not with the living Savior— 1 Cor 15:29 Else what shall they do which
are baptized for the dead, if the dead rise not at all? why are they then baptized for the
dead? What shall they do? They have no living Savior.

There is a baptism in the Holy Spirit — (Acts 1:5) in which the church of the Lord was
immersed in the Holy Spirit to accredit his kind of assembly.

There is a baptism with fire (Luke 3:16) in which lost people are case into the Lake of



Fire and are immersed in the eternal flames of hell.

There is a baptism of death (Mark 10:39) whereby Jesus drank the cup of death, and the
disciples also drank of the same cup of death. At the end of this life, we are immersed
in death.

There is a baptism of suffering (Luke 12:50) in which the Lord was immersed in his
sufferings for our sins when he was on the cross.

Then there baptism in water (Mark 1:8) in which we today are immersed in water to
identify ourselves with Jesus Christ, his salvation by blood and sacrifice, his death, burial
and resurrection, and our being raised unto newness of life.

D. Now there is only one baptism -- Eph 4:5 One Lord, one faith, one baptism,
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This is water baptism administered by the Lord’s churches.

This one baptism should be done as soon as possible after a person is saved.

This baptism brings us into membership of a local church — 1 Cor 12:13 For by one
Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether [we be] Jews or Gentiles, whether [we
be] bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.



